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1.0 Executive Summary 

The Meat Messaging is an industry cloud portal that is administered by AUS-MEAT with program management 

through a committee comprising of industry representatives including AUS-MEAT, DAWE, AMPC, AMIC and MLA.  

The market advice from the Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment and Meat & Livestock 

Australia is that manual remarking services for missing or completely illegible shipping marks in the USA will cease 

to be provided after 30 November 2021. 

The Meat Messaging system has been an industry developed program that has spanned more than 20 years of 

industry trials and projects that have resulted in recognition of Meat Messaging by The US Department of Agriculture 

Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) has directives that allow for the use of the GS1 system to verify cartons 

that are damaged or missing port marks that are part of a lot certified on a foreign inspection certificate. FSIS has 

outlined how GS1 barcodes on cartons can be used to resolve missing or damaged shipping mark for Australian 

meat products. The process to resolve shipping mark issues can now be managed directly by the I-house through 

the Meat Messaging system.  

Wodonga Rendering uses the Emydex software and worked with Emydex to ensure Wodonga Rendering can 

continue to comply with the USA requirements. This project works in conjunction with the project submitted by 

Emydex.  

2.0 Introduction 

The meat messaging project was initiated to meet the requirement of providing meat messaging for US shipments 

as required by the removal of the MLA contractor from US West Coast ports. This would enable US customs officials 

to deal with labelling issues. There is a longer term requirement to facilitate electronic shipment information to 

improve efficiencies and traceability. The project aimed to integrate the meat messaging into the Emydex system 

that Wodonga Rendering uses for on-floor systems, inventory, load-out and generating export documentation with 

an integration to OzDocs. 

3.0 Project Objectives & Methodology 

The identified processing functionality includes testing and adoption of the Emydex software to cover the following: 

1. The generation of MTCs for domestic transfers 

2. The ability to downgrade export grade product to domestic only (via an eMTC message) 

3. The generation of JSON based messages that meet the ‘Meat Messaging’ specification 

4. A Web service to send and receive messages 

5. User interfaces to facilitate the generation and management of the above messages.  

4.0 Project Outcomes 

The project successfully delivered the ability to : 

1. Generate electronic MTC’s for domestic transfers 

2. downgrade export grade product to domestic only (via an eMTC message) 
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3. Generate electronic message that meets the “Meat Messaging” specification. 

4. Can send and receive messages in the Emydex system 

5. Built in simple user interface to facilitate the generation and management of meat messages. 

5.0 Discussion 

The author should include a full interpretation of the results. 

6.0 Conclusions / Recommendations 

The Meat Messaging project was successfully delivered with all outcomes achieved. Stage 2 is to implement meat 

messaging to third party cold stores. This will require each cold store location to have a unique MMCID and be able 

to receipt transfers. This will be investigated and potentially deployed in Calendar 2023.  

7.0 Bibliography 

https://meatmessaging.com/ - Meat Messaging site. 

8.0 Appendices 

Export Meat Message generated:  

 

https://meatmessaging.com/
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Header page of electronic MTC generated through Emydex/Meat Messaging 
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Emydex screen of Meat Messaging transfer (eMTC) 

 

 

 


